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and, by approaching Bulgaria, is seeking to counteract the
dangers threatening his dynasty and his empire from the
side of Serbia. His Majesty has therefore agreed that
Francis Joseph should receive favorably Bulgaria's ex-
pressed desires for adhesion to the Triple Alliance.38
Szogyeny also, after an interview with Bethmann on the
morning of July 6, at which Hoyos and Zimmermann were
present, sent a second telegram to Berchtold. The first
part of this substantially reproduced what Bethmann had
telegraphed to Tschirschky as Germany's decision in regard
to the new diplomatic action at Sofia and Bucharest; and
as to Serbia: "Austria must judge what is to be done to
clear up her relation with Serbia; but whatever Austria's
decision may turn out to be, Austria can count with cer-
tainty upon it, that Germany will stand behind her as an
ally and friend."
Szogyeny then went on to make other assertions of
which there is no trace in Falkenhayn's letter or in Beth-
mann's telegrams as to Germany's position on July 5 and 6:
In the course of further conversation,.! made certain that
the Chancellor, as well as the Emperor, regards an imme-
diate action by Austria against Serbia as the most radical
and best solution of our Balkan difficulties. From an inter-
national point of view he regards the present moment as
more favorable than a later one. He is in complete agree-
ment that we should not inform either Italy or Rumania
beforehand of an eventual action against Serbia. On the
other hand, Italy ought to be informed now by Germany
and by us of the intention of bringing about Bulgaria's
adhesion to the Triple Alliance. At the close of the inter-
view the Chancellor asked about the state of affairs in
Albania, and warned us most energetically against any plans
38 Bethmann to Waldburg, July 6; K.D., 16. The German Minister at
Sofia was also instructed to support Austrian steps to win Bulgaria; K.D.,
17.